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For the hungry young mountain lion living high in Olympic National Park, it is time to follow the elk

and the deer who are migrating down-mountain to the rain forests of Washington State. It is also

time for the young lion to find a mate. In Thirteen Moons - a spellbinding wildlife series - Newbery

Award-winning author Jean Craighead George has captured 13 North American animals in their

natural environments and chronicled their fight for survival. From the lush Florida Everglades to the

snowy Alaskan tundra, this series explores the intricate relationships among animals, plants, and

the ever-changing environment in which they live. A favorite of adults and children alike, George's

entertaining and educational tales of nature alive and in action - Julie, Shark Beneath the Reef, and

Julie of the Wolves - have thrilled listeners for a generation. Barbara Caruso's inspired narration

captures the vitality of life in the wild, and breaks the spell of mystery surrounding the mountain lion.
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I have now read eight of Jean Craighead George's Thirteen Moons books, and this is one of my

favorites. The series, written for children in the middle grades but enjoyable for anyone, features a

particular animal in his native habitat in a given month of the year. The Moon of the Mountain Lions

is the August moon, and the mountain lions in the story live on and around Mount Olympus in

Washington State. Near the timberline in August we see animals already thinking of winter and

making preparations, and we watch a lion travel from the mountains and forests through alpine

meadows and finally to the seacoast in search of a mate. The most outstanding features of the

Thirteen Moons books are the spectacular illustrations--full-page colored paintings, in this case, by



Ron Parker. This book has some of the most beautiful paintings in the series, including scenes of a

waterfall in the forest, a deer in a meadow below snowy peaks, a mountain lion on a rock in the

moonlight, and a meadow of flowers by a river. Whoever you are, whatever your age, don't miss

these pictures. And adults just might enjoy the story, too.
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